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Webasto and Otokar Present the Fully Electric City Bus e-Kent 
C at IAA Mobility 

Turkey’s leading bus manufacturer Otokar has taken yet another step in the 

direction of an emission-free future with its twelve-meter-long passenger bus. 

The company is relying on batteries from Webasto to power the bus. Visitors can 

experience the bus in September on the IAA Mobility in Munich. 

Gilching, Germany – August 27, 2021 – Being the pioneer electric bus manufacturer of 

Turkey, Otokar has extended its product range with the e-Kent C. Twelve meters in length, the 

city bus can accommodate up to 100+ passengers. The maximum output is 340 kilowatts 

(455 hp) with a maximum torque of 40,000 newton meters. The bus is powered by lithium-

nickel-manganese-cobalt-oxide batteries from Webasto, providing 35 kilowatt-hours each. Up to 

ten batteries can be installed which have a total storage capacity of up to 350 kilowatt-hours. 

The battery modules are installed on the roof and rear of the bus to achieve superior center of 

gravity and vehicle dynamics while driving along curves. The range of the electric bus is more 

than 300 kilometers depending on the topography and usage profile. It can be charged from 0 to 

100 percent in four hours, depending on the charging power of the charging equipment. In 

addition, up to 20 percent of the energy being used can be recovered during braking. Otokar 

plans a battery utilization cycle of ten years or equivalent 3,000 cycles.  

Reliable batteries and support from Webasto 

Otokar is very satisfied with their choice of Webasto as their battery partner. Erdal Usta, 

Commercial Vehicles Engineering Group Director at Otokar, explains: “Aiming to develop new 

equipment and applications to meet the changing requirements of our customers, has always 

been a priority for Otokar. Focusing on our customer needs when selecting our suppliers, the 

reliability and the performance of the product are most important to us. The batteries from 

Webasto are extremely reliable, enabling us to shoot right out of the gate with regard to 

potential tenders in Europe.” 

Otokar, the bus market leader in Turkey for 12 consecutive years, is active in 50 countries with 

its buses, particularly in Europe. “Of course, price, a long-term partnership with our suppliers 

and reliable support are also very important for us. We have received excellent support from the 

engineers at Webasto even during the pandemic and are happy to have Webasto at our side for 

the e-Kent C. They will also be a trusted partner for us in terms of aftersales support, spare 

parts availability and warranty,” says Usta. Sebastian Fuchs, Product Manager Batteries at 

Webasto, adds: “We have a great collaboration with Otokar and we have learned a lot about 

commercial vehicle battery applications in terms of software and hardware development over 

the past months. Thanks to our well-established cooperation based on partnership and the 

modularity of our battery solutions, we can react on dynamic market demands very fast. This 

gives Otokar and all our customers a really great advantage.” 

Safety and quality first 

To meet all safety regulations and standards in Europe, Otokar has conducted diverse tests. 

Usta states: “We tested the electromagnetic compatibility because there are a lot of electrical 

components in the e-Kent C that have to function well in combination without disrupting each 
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other. We also had to ensure that there were no negative impacts on the surrounding area, for 

example, radio interference.” 

In addition, Otokar tested the structural durability of the bus chassis. The batteries installed on 

the roof and rear of the bus weigh more than two tonnes. “We had to be sure that the bus 

structure could carry the weight throughout its whole lifetime. We completed a total of one 

million test kilometers equivalent road-load durability testing to ensure the highest quality and 

safety at every point. We also performed several tests in different regions and climates to check 

overall energy efficiency for heating and cooling systems and subsystem thermal behaviors,” 

explains Usta. 

The e-Kent C on the streets of Europe 

“Kent” means “city” in Turkish. “We view the e-Kent as the future of transport in cities. We are 

currently in talks with Webasto regarding our future projects,” says Usta. Kerem Burhan, Key 

Account Manager at Webasto, adds: “We’re looking forward to new projects with Otokar. Until 

then we’re celebrating our first joint success: Thanks to the effort of both teams, the e-Kent C 

will soon be running on the streets in Europe.” 

The e-Kent C is already in serial production. Otokar will participate in various events and will 

organize roadshows and demos in Europe within the following months. In Germany, the electric 

city bus can be seen at the IAA Mobility in September 2021 in Munich. The bus is driving on the 

so-called Blue Lane from one exhibition venue to the other. Passengers are invited to join the 

ride and experience the power of the e-Kent C. 

* * * 

About Webasto: 
The Webasto Group is a global innovative systems partner to the mobility industry and one of the 100 

largest suppliers to the automotive sector worldwide. The company's offering includes in-house developed 

roof, heating and cooling systems for various types of vehicles, batteries and charging solutions for hybrid 

and electric vehicles, and additional services related to thermal management and electromobility. Among 

the customers of Webasto are manufacturers of passenger cars, commercial vehicles and boats, as well 

as dealers and end customers. In 2020, the Group generated sales of around 3.3 billion euros and 

employed more than 14,000 people at over 50 locations. The headquarters of the company, which was 

founded in 1901, is located in Stockdorf near Munich (Germany). For more information please visit 

www.webasto-group.com 

  

About Otokar: 
Otokar offers solutions tailored to the needs of its customers using its own technology, design, and 

applications. Otokar, a Koç Group company, designs and manufactures commercial vehicles, including 

buses and light trucks. Otokar maintains its title as the bestselling bus brand in Turkey with a broad 

product offering that includes buses ranging from 7 meters to 21 meters for passenger transportation. The 

company currently continues to work on alternative fuel buses and has already introduced Turkey’s first 

hybrid bus and first electric bus to the market. Otokar’s broad product lines are highly sought after both in 

Turkey and export markets. Otokar buses are currently sold and used in over 50 countries particularly in 

Europe. With numerous firsts to its name since its inception, Otokar carries out R&D activities in world 

standards. In the last decade, the company has allocated 8 percent of its revenues for R&D expenditures. 

www.otokareurope.com 

www.otokar.com  

 
 
  

http://www.webasto-group.com/
http://www.otokareurope.com/
http://www.otokar.com/
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Contact for the media: 
 
Webasto Group     OTOKAR Europe SAS 
Jennifer Fizia     Denis Toublanc  
Communications Manager, Customized Solutions Marketing Manager  
Phone: +49 89 8 57 94 - 54 910   Phone: +01 34 38 76 76  
E-mail: jennifer.fizia@webasto.com   E-mail: dtoublanc@otokar.com.tr    
 

 
Webasto Group     OTOKAR Otomotiv ve Savunma Sanayi A.Ş. 
Alice Röhler     Meltem Ulutürk 
Communications Manager, Customized Solutions Corporate Communications Process Manager 
Phone: +49 89 8 57 94 - 52 662   Phone: +90 216 489 2950 
E-mail: alice.roehler@webasto.com   E-mail: muluturk@otokar.com.tr 
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